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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 STUDY BACKGROUND 

The Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) programme aims to reduce and 

manage the risks that floods pose to human health, the environment, cultural heritage and economic 

activity. The programme will meet the requirements of the European Union (EU) Floods Directive 

(Directive 2007/60/EC); the transposing regulations (SI No. 122 of 2010); and the 2004 national flood 

policy review.   

To support the national CFRAM programme, a series of CFRAM studies on River Basin District (RBD) 

scale have been commissioned to allow detailed analysis to be carried out in areas requiring further 

assessment in relation to their flood risk. The studies focus on areas known to have experienced 

flooding in the past and will also address issues such as climate change, land use practices and future 

development. 

 

The Eastern CFRAM Study commenced in June 2011 in the Eastern River Basin District. Figure 1.1 

illustrates the extent of the district.  

 

The Eastern CFRAM Study has several key phases and deliverables:  

 

• 2011 - Flood Risk Review (FRR) to identify a decisive list of Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs);  

• 2013 - flood risk maps and flood hazard maps will be drawn up for the AFAs; 

• 2013 to 2015 - flood risk management objectives and flood risk management options will be 

developed;  

• 2015 - flood risk management plans (FRMPs), including measures in relation to flood prevention, 

protection and preparedness, will be developed and will take a sustainable, catchment-based 

approach to assessing and managing flood risks;  

• Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate Assessment (AA) activities will take 

place concurrently throughout the study.  
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Figure 1.1: Eastern CFRAM Study Area 
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1.2 STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT REQUIREMENTS 

An important aspect of the Eastern CFRAM Study is the involvement and engagement of all interested 

parties and members of the public. Article 10 (1) and (2) of the Floods Directive and Article 17 (1-3) of 

SI No. 122 of 2010 outline requirements in relation to public information and involvement in the 

CFRAM process. These requirements include: 

1. In accordance with applicable Community legislation, Member States shall make available to the 

public the preliminary flood risk assessment (PFRA), the flood hazard maps, the flood risk maps 

and the flood risk management plans (FRMPs). 

2. Member States shall encourage active involvement of interested parties in the production, review 

and updating of the FRMPs. 

3. Member States shall, as far as is practicable, provide for the display on a website, for each river 

basin district (RBD) or other unit of management (UoM), of CFRAM documents and maps. 

1.3 STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The SEA process, which will run concurrently with the Eastern CFRAM study, provides a mechanism 

to ensure that stakeholder engagement requirements are achieved. Directive 2001/42/EC (the SEA 

Directive) establishes the requirement for SEA and has been transposed into Irish law by two pieces of 

legislation: the EC (Environmental Assessment of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 - 

2011 and the Planning and Development (Strategic Environmental Assessment) Regulations 2004.  

The SEA process will evaluate, at the earliest appropriate stage, the environmental effects of the 

FRMPs before they are adopted. It also gives the public and other interested parties an opportunity to 

comment and to be kept informed of decisions and how they were made. An early consideration of 

environmental concerns in the planning process creates an opportunity for environmental factors to be 

considered explicitly alongside other factors such as social, technical or economic aspects and affords 

the study team the opportunity to capture important information from stakeholders which they might 

otherwise not have attained. The SEA process also requires that monitoring be carried out to provide 

the evidence base needed to monitor and manage the predicted significant negative effects of the 

FRMPs; and to inform the planned six yearly update of the FRMPs when all available monitoring data 

will be reviewed on a catchment-wide basis. 
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1.4 STAKEHOLDERS ENGAGEMENT MECHANISMS 

There are two main mechanisms of stakeholder engagement associated with the Eastern CFRAM 

Study: 

• A dedicated Stakeholders Group, established under Sub-section (9), Section 4 of SI No. 122 of 

2010 and comprising relevant organisations and groups representing relevant societal pillars, will 

meet at key stages during the study. The aim of the Stakeholders Group is to support consultation 

and engagement activities by promoting communication and understanding between the 

Stakeholders Group and the study team and by providing a forum for stakeholders to voice their 

opinions and provide input and local knowledge to the study; 

• A series of public events will be held at key stages during the study and will be open to all 

interested parties including members of the public, politicians and local groups. 

In addition, stakeholders and interested parties can contact the study team at any time via the 

dedicated email address (info@eastcframstudy.ie) and phone number (01 4882940) or by post (RPS 

Consulting Engineers, West Pier Business Campus, Dun Laoghaire, County Dublin).  

1.4.1 Stakeholders Group 

Sub-section (9), Section 4 of SI No. 122 of 2010 requires the establishment of a ‘Stakeholders Group’.  

A list of all potentially relevant stakeholders has been developed including: 

• Environmental Authorities; 

• Government departments; 

• County, city and town councils. 

• State agencies and bodies; 

• Regional authorities; 

• Development boards; 

• Industry and representative bodies; 

• Non-governmental organisations; 
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• Research projects. 

1.4.2  Other Stakeholders 

Additional interested parties, outside of the Stakeholders Group, are also being identified on an 

ongoing basis and these include: 

• The general public living in the Eastern district;  

• Local groups; 

• Elected members 

These groups and individuals will be invited to attend the public information events which will be held 

at each of the consultation phases. 

1.5 CONSULTATION PHASES 

There will be four main consultation phases during the Eastern CFRAM Study:  

• 2011-2012 Initial Scoping Phase; 

• 2012-2013 Draft Flood Mapping and SEA Scoping Phase; 

• 2013 Flood Risk Management Objectives and Options Phase; 

• 2014-2015 Draft FRMP and SEA Environmental Report Phase. 

The initial scoping phase of communications activity began in June 2011 and will run until the end of 

December 2012. This phase coincides with technical tasks including flood risk review, hydrological 

surveying, hydraulic modelling and preliminary SEA scoping and legislation review. Table 1.1 provides 

additional details of the consultation phases and associated communications and technical activities. 

Although the initial scoping phase of consultation runs until the end of 2012, stakeholders and 

members of the public are welcome to contact the study team at any time.  
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Table 1.1: Consultation phases

Consultation phases Date Communications activities Technical activities

Initial scoping phase 2011 to

2012

• Stakeholder workshop.
• Public open evening.

• Flood Risk Review - identify areas that are at risk of flooding –

Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs).

• Preliminary SEA scoping and legislation review.

• Output = AFAs, legislation review, initial SEA scoping information.

Draft flood mapping and

SEA scoping phase

2012 to

2013

• Stakeholder workshop.
• Series of public information days.

• Identify and map the existing and potential future flood hazard within

the RBD. These provide spatial information to the public, local,

regional and national authorities about the areas where flood risk

must be considered.

• Assess and map the existing and potential future flood risk within

the RBD. These indicate how risk varies in terms of potential

economic damages and the number of people at risk.

• Identify aspects of the study that are relevant to SEA and the related

key environmental issues that need to be considered.

• Output = Draft maps, final maps, SEA scoping report.

Flood Risk Management

(FRM) Objectives and

Options phase

2013 • Two stakeholder workshops.
• Series of public information days.

• Identify viable structural and non-structural options and measures

for the sustainable management of flood risk within the AFAs and

the RBD as a whole and assess them in terms of their technical,

economic, social and environmental suitability.

• Undertake Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats

Directive Article 6 Appropriate Assessment of the options.
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Consultation phases Date Communications activities Technical activities

• Outputs = Flood risk management objectives, preferred options,

SEA option appraisal report, AA screening report.

Draft FRMP and

Environmental Report

phase

2014 to

2015

• Stakeholder workshop.
• Series of public information days.

• Prepare a set of FRMPs to include measures and options in relation

to flood prevention, protection, preparedness and emergency

response and taking into account flood recovery, lessons learned

and long-term issues such as climate change, land use practices

and future development.

• Undertake Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitats

Directive Article 6 Appropriate Assessment of the FRMPs.

• Outputs = Draft FRMPs, Final FRMPs, SEA Environmental Report,

SEA Statement, Natura Impact Statement.
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1.6 AIMS OF THE INITIAL SCOPING PHASE CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

The aims of the consultation and engagement activities associated with the initial scoping phase are: 

• to identify contacts within each stakeholder organisation; 

• to make all stakeholders and interested parties aware of the Eastern CFRAM Study; 

• to provide stakeholders with basic information on the study, including the planning, SEA and AA 

processes; 

• to manage stakeholders’ expectations in relation to the outcomes of the study; 

• to emphasize the importance of, and actively promote, stakeholder engagement in the study; 

• to familiarise stakeholders with the mechanisms by which they can contact the study team; 

• to inform stakeholders of when they will have opportunities to feed into the planning and SEA/AA 

processes; 

• to elicit views and information from stakeholders and interested parties on relevant issues relating 

to flood risk and environmental assets which might be affected by the outcomes of the project; 

• to identify relevant data sources and the holders of relevant data. 

1.7 PURPOSE OF THE SYNTHESIS REPORT 

The purpose of this synthesis report is to document the arrangements and outcomes of the Initial 

Scoping Phase Public Open Evening that took place on Thursday 26th January, 2012 at the Red Cow 

Moran Hotel, Naas Road, Dublin 22. The report details all elements of the consultation, including key 

issues raised by the attendees and how these will be dealt with as the study proceeds.  



Eastern CFRAM Study Initial Scoping Phase Synthesis Report Public Open Evening - DRAFT 

IBE0600Rp0011  

D02 

9

2 PUBLIC OPEN EVENING 

2.1 PUBLIC OPEN EVENING ATTENDANCE 

The public open evening was attended by approximately 60 people. The majority of the attendees 

were homeowners and landowners who have experienced flooding of their homes and lands. The 

event was also attended by elected members and members of non-governmental environmental 

organisations. 
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2.2 PUBLIC OPEN EVENING FORMAT 

Details of the event format, purpose and target audience are outlined in Table 2.2.

Table 2.1 Event format 

Event Public Open Evening 

Venue Red Cow Moran Hotel, Naas Road, Dublin 22 

Date 26th January 2012 

Time 18.00 to 19.00 19.00 to 21.00 

Target audience Elected members Any and all interested parties 

Purpose • Introduction to the Eastern CFRAM study and team; 

• Overview of the Eastern CFRAM Study; 

• Overview of SEA and AA activities. 

Event format • Drop-in format 

• Short, introductory powerpoint presentations on-hand 

• One-to-one discussions 

Supporting 

materials 
• Presentations; 

• A copy of FRR report for reference; 

• General information leaflet; 

• SEA / AA leaflet; 

• Illustratory maps; 

• Penguin boards; 

• Comments sheets; 

• Registration forms; 

• Facilitator’s sheet. 

Output Synthesis Report 
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2.3 PUBLIC OPEN EVENING PROMOTION 

The following elements are covered in this section: 

• Media campaign; 

• Existing dissemination mechanisms; 

• Direct invitations, including local authority invitations to elected members; 

• Poster campaign. 

2.3.1 Media campaign 

The media campaign in relation to the public open evening was used to help promote awareness of 

the study and to ensure that as many interested stakeholders as possible were made aware of the 

public open evening.  

The media campaign included the widespread distribution of a general press release, as well as 

display advertisements in selected newspapers and a 20-second radio advertisement on selected 

radio stations. RPS developed the press release and advertisements text and the placing of 

advertisements was coordinated by Brindley Advertising. 

2.3.1.1 Press release 

A general press release was issued to all regional and local newspapers and radio stations within the 

district 3 to 5 days before the event. Tables 2.2 and 2.3 summarise the newspapers and radio stations 

who received the press release. 

2.3.1.2 Advertising 

The following geographical areas were targeted for the newspaper and radio advertisements: 

• Dublin city and the Greater Dublin Area; 

• Counties Wicklow, Kildare and Meath; 

• Drogheda in County Louth. 
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Newspaper advertisements were placed in selected newspapers in the week running up to the event. 

The particular day that the advertisements appeared was dependant on the publication dates of the 

newspapers, many of which are produced weekly. Newspapers were selected to provide good overall 

coverage of the district with particular emphasis on areas prone to flooding and areas that have been 

designated as Areas for Further Assessment (AFAs). Table 2.2 summarises the newspapers where 

advertisements were placed. 

The radio advertisement was aired on selected radio stations on Wednesday 25th and Thursday 26th

January, 2012. It ran eight times per day on each station, during both primetime and off-peak times. 

Radio stations were selected to give a good overall coverage of the district with particular emphasis 

where possible on areas prone to flooding and areas that have been designated as AFAs. Table 2.3 

lists the radio stations where advertisements were placed.  

2.3.1.3 Radio interviews 

A number of requests were made for interviews and the following interviews took place: 

• 24th January 2012: interview with John Martin, FRAM Project Director, OPW on Mick Hanley’s 

Dublin City FM drivetime show, 10 minute slot; 

• 26th January 2012: interview with Junior Minister Brian Hayes on Radio 1, news at 1. 
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Table 2.2 Regional and local newspapers

Coverage Newspaper Press release Advertisement Day Distribution/readership
Greater Dublin Area Northside People � �

Greater Dublin Area Southside People � �

Weekly on Wednesdays 120,000 (readership)
delivered free to 77,200 homes

Greater Dublin Area The Echo �

Greater Dublin Area Fingal Independent �

Greater Dublin Area Liffey Champion �

Greater Dublin Area Metro Eireann �

Blanchardstown area Blanchardstown Gazette � �

Clondalkin area Clondalkin Gazette � �

Dundrum area Dundrum Gazette � �

Lucan area Lucan Gazette � �

Castleknock area Castleknock Gazette � �

Dun Laoghaire area Dun Laoghaire Gazette � �

Weekly on Thursdays Distributed in AFA areas

Malahide area Malahide Gazette �

Swords area Swords Gazette �

Greater Dublin Area City Ads (free) �

Greater Dublin Area Citywide News (free) �

Greater Dublin Area Life Times (free) �

Greater Dublin Area Community Voice �

Greater Dublin Area Local News �

Greater Dublin Area North County Leader (free) �

Greater Dublin Area Informer Newspaper Group �

Greater Dublin Area News Four �

Greater Dublin Area Saol �

Leinster People Group �

Drogheda area Drogheda Independent �
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Coverage Newspaper Press release Advertisement Day Distribution/readership
Drogheda area Drogheda Leader �

Kildare area Kildare Nationalist � � Weekly on Tuesdays n/a
Laois area Laois Nationalist �

Kildare area Kildare Post �

Kildare area Kildare Times (free) �

Wicklow area Wicklow Times (free) �

Wicklow area Wicklow People � � Weekly on Wednesdays 12,000 (distribution)
Kildare Leinster Leader �

Laois Leinster Express �

Offaly, N Tipperary Midland Tribune �

Offaly area Offaly Independent �

Westmeath area Westmeath Examiner �

Westmeath area Westmeath Independent �

Westmeath area Westmeath Topic �

Offaly Offaly Express �

Bray area Bray People �

Meath area Meath Echo (free) �

Meath area Meath Chronicle � � Weekly on Wednesdays 60,000 (readership)
Mullagh area Anglo Celt �

Table 2.3 Regional and local radio stations

Coverage Radio Station Press Release Advertisement Audience Listenership
Dublin city Dublin City FM � � Commuters, adults -
Greater Dublin Area Sunshine Radio 106.8 FM �

Greater Dublin Area Dublin’s 98 FM � � 25-44 year olds 29,000
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Greater Dublin Area FM 104 � �

Greater Dublin Area Q102 �

Greater Dublin Area Phantom 105.2 �

Greater Dublin Area Raidio na Life �

Greater Dublin Area Spin 103.8 �

Greater Dublin Area Radio Nova �

Greater Dublin Area Dublin South FM �

Greater Dublin Area Liffey Sound 96.4 FM �

Greater Dublin Area Near FM �

Greater Dublin Area Phoenix FM �

Greater Dublin Area West Dublin Access Radio �

Wicklow East Coast FM � � -
Kildare K FM � � 12,000
Louth, Meath LMFM � � 16,000
Laois, Offaly, Meath Midlands 103 �
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2.3.2 Existing dissemination mechanisms 

2.3.2.1 Websites 

The public open evening was publicised on the homepages of the national CFRAM website and the 

Eastern CFRAM Study website and the ‘consultations events’ page of the Eastern CFRAM Study 

website. All of the local authorities in the district were also requested, through their press officers and 

environmental awareness officers, to publicise the open evening on their websites, through their 

associated facebook and twitter accounts and via any other media available to them. 

The public open evening was announced on the following websites. 

Websites: www.opw.ie OPW Website 

 www.cfram.ie National CFRAM website 

 www.eastcframstudy.ie Eastern CFRAM Study website 

 www.dlrcoco.ie Dun Laoghaire – Rathdown Co Co website 

 www.dublincity.ie Dublin City Council website 

 www.fingalcoco.ie Fingal Co Co website 

 www.kildarecoco.ie Kildare Co Co website 

 www.louthcoco.ie Louth Co Co website 

 www.meathcoco.ie Meath Co Co website 

 www.sdcc.ie South Dublin Co Co website 

 www.wicklowcoco.ie Wicklow Co Co website 

 www.swanireland.ie Sustainable Water Network website 

 www.locally.ie Local news provider website 

The following supporting materials were provided to the website owners: 
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• Announcement text including Eastern CFRAM Study contact details; 

• Map of the district; 

• General information leaflet; 

• SEA / AA information leaflet; 

• Promotional poster. 

2.3.3 Direct contact 

2.3.3.1 Elected members 

Elected members from each of the local authorities within the Eastern district were invited to attend the 

public open evening from 6pm via the Eastern CFRAM Study Progress Group members. Each elected 

member received the following: 

• General invitation letter; 

• Map of the district; 

• General information leaflet; 

• SEA / AA information leaflet; 

• Promotional poster. 

The invitation letter included a request that elected members promote the public open evening 

amongst their constituents. 

2.3.3.2 Other Stakeholders 

All of the stakeholders who were identified as ‘other’ stakeholders were contacted directly and invited 

to attend the public open evening from 7pm. These included: 

• Members of the public who have made contact with the study and provided their contact details; 

• Community forums identified by the study; 
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• The Irish Farmer’s Association; 

• Dodder Angler’s Group. 

2.3.4 Poster campaign 

A poster promoting the public open evening was disseminated to the following organisations together 

with a cover letter requesting that the poster be displayed in an appropriate location: 

• Local authority offices within the district: 

• Public libraries within the district www.library.ie;

• Primary and secondary schools within the district www.education.ie;

• Higher education providers www.education.ie;

• Churches within the district www.dublinchurches.com; www.localpages.ie.
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3 DISCUSSION 

The majority of the attendees at the open evening were individuals who had experienced flooding of 

their properties and/or lands. Many had seen and/or heard newspaper and radio advertisements on 

the day of the event. Some had been informed of the event by their local elected representative or had 

seen the event advertised on local authority websites. 

3.1 FLOODING ISSUES HIGHLIGHTED 

Particular rivers and locations where flooding issues were reported at the public open evening 

included: 

• Morrell Stream and Painestown River, County Kildare; 

• Tiermaughan (west of Kilcock and Clane); 

• Deans Grange and Shanganagh rivers; 

• Poddle River; 

• Tolka River; 

• River Dodder; 

• Rye River; 

• Killiney / Shankill area; 

• East Wall area; 

• River Slang. 

3.2 SUBMISSIONS 

A copy of the following document was presented to the study team at the open evening by the Lower 

Morrell Flood Action Group:  

Petition for Flood Alleviation in Turnings, Kileenmore, Painestown and Castledillon 

This document was presented to Kildare County Council in November 2010 and to the OPW in 

October 2011. It was completed in liaison with residents and with the knowledge of local councillors, 

TDs and others. The document provides a brief history of flooding in the area as well as remedial 

works carried out to date. Testimonials and photographs from residents in the area are included as 

well as a series of aerial photographs and other supporting information. The information contained 
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within the submission will be a useful source of information for the hydrology and hydraulic modelling 

teams when they are investigating flooding mechanisms in the area.  

3.3 MESSAGES CONVEYED 

The following key messages were expressed to the attendees at the public open evening: 

General 

• Flooding is a natural and inevitable part of life in Ireland. 

• Floods pose a risk to human life and wellbeing, cause extensive damage to property, and can 

often have severe environmental consequences. 

• Flooding may become more frequent and severe due to climate change. 

• The OPW is the lead agency for flood risk management in Ireland. 

CFRAM Programme 

• Historically, flood risk in Ireland has been addressed through the use of structural or engineered 

flood protection measures in response to flood events. A European directive on flooding, and a 

new Irish government policy on flooding, require that flood risk management be more sustainable 

with increased use of non-structural and flood impact mitigation measures. This is being achieved 

through the Catchment Flood Risk Assessment and Management (CFRAM) programme. 

Work to date 

• A preliminary flood risk assessment (PFRA) was completed in August 2011 to identify areas that 

require further analysis to determine their risk of flooding. For these Areas for Further Assessment 

(AFAs), flood risk maps and flood hazard maps will be drawn up by 2013 and flood risk 

management plans (FRMPs) will be developed by 2015. FRMPs will include measures in relation 

to flood prevention, protection and preparedness.  

Managing expectations 

• The FRMPs will represent an environmentally, socially and economically appropriate long-term 

strategy to manage flood risk and help ensure the safety and sustainability of communities in the 

catchment. However, it may not be possible to find flood management measures that are 
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technically feasible, cost effective and environmentally sustainable in all areas that are susceptible 

to flooding.  

• It is important to understand that, even if an area has been designated as an AFA, it does not 

follow that it will definitely benefit from any flood relief schemes or works.  

• Though AFAs are generally not in agricultural areas, it does not follow that there will be no flood 

risk or hazard mapping generated in those areas. 

Engagement 

• It is very important that stakeholders and interested parties access the CFRAM programme 

information and have their say in the development of FRMPs.  

• The Eastern CFRAM Study team can be contacted at all times by post, email, phone and via the 

national CFRAMS and ECFRAMS websites. Eastern CFRAM Study team members and will also 

be on-hand at promotional events. 

3.4 ISSUES RAISED 

This section of the report summarises how the comments and issues raised during the open evening 

will influence the CFRAM process.  

Table 3.1 outlines the issues raised and comments made that were noted at the event. The table 

includes responses and actions in relation to each comment and issue raised and assigns actions as 

appropriate. Please note that the issues noted here represent the views and opinions of the open 

evening attendees. 
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Table 3.1 Summary of comments, responses and actions

Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY

1.0 Flooding and flood mechanisms

1.1 Peat harvesting in the catchment of the Morrell Stream in

County Kildare could be exacerbating flooding issues due

to increased sedimentation and subsequent loss of

storage capacity in the stream.

The study team will consider this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

1.2 The Wyatville area is affected by stormwater from the M50

motorway as well as tidal influences. The M50 has flood

protection measures incorporated but these may have

been overwhelmed during the October 2011 flooding

event.

The study team will consider this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

1.3 The Poddle River bursts its banks twice a year on

average. The volume of surface water that the river is

expected to receive is unsustainable. Additional

conveyance capacity is needed urgently.

The study team will consider this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

1.4 There is development throughout the floodplain of the

Poddle River. Permission continues to be granted for

more development which is likely to exacerbate the issue.

The outputs of the CFRAM process will influence

National Planning Guidelines and Development Plans

and will therefore help to ensure that development is

sustainable and not likely to lead to, or exacerbate,

flooding issues.

OPW, local authorities

1.5 Mis-management and mis-use of the Poddle river are

reasons for concern.

The study team will consider this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams
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Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY
mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

1.6 Shifting gravels exacerbate flooding issues in the Dodder

due to decreased capacities for conveying flows. The

source of these gravels should be located and removed.

Possible sources are Bohernabreena Reservoir and a

gravel pit in the Tallaght area.

The study team will investigate this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated. If

shifting gravels is found to be a problem, measures to

deal with the issue will be developed during the options

development phase.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams, options

team

1.7 Blockages of culverts etc exacerbated flooding during the

October 2011 event as the capacity of channels was

severely restricted.

Options to ensure that channels are kept clear of debris

will be considered during the option development phase.

Options team

1.8 Bad planning can be blamed for some flooding. Objections

to developments in floodplains are often ignored.

The outputs of the CFRAM process will influence

National Planning Guidelines and Development Plans

and will therefore help to ensure that development is

sustainable and not likely to lead to, or exacerbate,

flooding issues.

Local Authorities

1.9 Mis-management of the Bohernabreena Reservoir may be

responsible for some Dodder flooding issues.

The study team will consider this during the review of

the Dodder CFRAM Pilot Study under hydrology and

hydraulic modelling, when the mechanisms of flooding

are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

1.10 Flooding and damage can occur when trees block bridges

and culverts etc. Local authorities cut down trees

overhanging rivers but often leave them on the bank to be

swept away during the next flood.

Options to ensure that channels are kept clear of debris

will be considered during the option development phase.

Local Authorities
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Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY

1.11 Concerns were expressed that housing developments in

rural areas can lead to flooding of farmlands.

The outputs of the CFRAM process will influence

National Planning Guidelines and Development Plans

and will therefore help to ensure that development is

sustainable and not likely to lead to, or exacerbate,

flooding issues.

Modelling and option development will focus on Areas

for Further Assessment (AFAs) which are generally

associated with settlements. However, the rivers and

surrounding lands which lie between AFAs will also be

modelled, though to a lesser level of detail.

OPW, local authorities,

hydraulic modelling team

1.12 Interactions between drainage systems and rivers need to

be examined.

The study team will investigate this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

1.13 Interactions between groundwater and rivers need to be

considered.

The study team will investigate this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

2.0 Flood assessment

2.1 Models and studies must include systems, processes and

real-life scenarios that negatively impact on drainage

regimes, for example, local authority maintenance

practices, local drainage systems.

Real life conditions will be built into the hydrology and

hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams

2.2 The basis for works programmes and design solutions

should change from 1 in 50/100/200 year solution to much

The CFRAM process examines 0.1% AEP flood events N/A
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Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY
smaller probabilities. i.e. 1 in 1000 year floods.

2.3 Smart monitoring systems, for example, CCTV and flood

warning systems, linked directly to reactive maintenance

divisions could prevent some floods and should be

considered.

Early work is being undertaken in considering the

requirements for the development of a flood warning

system.

OPW

3.0 Prioritisation

3.1 The integration of short term works by local authorities

should be reviewed to prioritise works which would

prevent the reoccurrence of flooding events such as the

one that took place in October 2011.

3.2 Resources dedicated to the Eastern CFRAM Study should

be increased significantly to reduce the timeframe for

measures to be introduced.

3.3 Will CFRAM information be available for the more life-

threatening locations before it is available for other areas?

3.4 Will areas recently proven to have life-threatening floods

be prioritised for works over other areas?

The programme for delivery of the Poddle and Camac

catchment studies under the Eastern CFRAM Study is

being examined by Dublin City Council, South Dublin

County Council, the Office of Public Works and RPS

following the October 2011 flood event in order to look

at the possibility of completing catchment modelling and

works identification for the Poddle and the Camac at the

earliest possible date, and to explore options for

expediting some flood relief works on these rivers.

OPW, RPS, Dublin City

Council, South Dublin County

Council

4.0 Flood measures

4.1 Culverting should be reversed where possible. All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.2 Possible measures in relation to the Poddle River include

deepening the ponds in Tymon Park and constructing

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development. The

Options team
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Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY
gates to hold back flow. programme for delivery of Poddle solutions is under

ongoing review.

4.3 Deepening of lakes to increase storage capacity should be

considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.4 Installation of sand bag stations in vulnerable areas

should be considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.5 Mechanisms to ensure that private drains are cleared and

that everybody fulfils their role in relation to the

maintenance of channels and the clearing of drains and

culverts etc should be considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.6 Mechanisms to ensure that property owners keep water

courses clear of debris should be considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.7 Building up the banks of rivers to increase capacity should

be considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.8 Maintenance programmes, including dredging of

channels, should be considered.

All potential available options for flood management will

be considered during option development.

Options team

4.9 Proper management of the Bohernabreena Reservoir

could help to address flooding on the Dodder.

The study team will consider this during the hydrology

and hydraulic modelling stages of the study, when the

mechanisms of flooding are being investigated. All

potential available options for flood management will be

considered during option development.

Hydrology and hydraulic

modelling teams, options

team

5.0 Communications
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5.1 Concern was expressed in relation to the CFRAM

consultation process that there may be very little scope for

the public to influence the content of the FRMPs and flood

defence design.

5.2 How can stakeholders and the public review the progress

of, and contribute to, the CFRAM process?

5.3 Inclusion of local knowledge and information is vital

towards producing fully inclusive plans.

Sources of information about the CFRAM programme

include the national and project websites, OPW and

local authority websites, information leaflets, newsletters

and public open days. The study team can be contacted

at any time via the dedicated phone number, email

address and postal address provided on the study

website and in this report. Ongoing promotion and

advertising of the study will take place over the lifetime

of the study and will help to build awareness amongst

the general public and to encourage the public to get

involved in the process by providing information and

views and opinions. The Eastern CFRAM Study team

will take this information on board, ensuring that

stakeholders and the public have influenced the

process. Submissions are welcome at all times during

the lifetime of the study.

Communications team,

technical study team,

stakeholders and the public.

5.4 Some would like to be kept updated on flood relief works. The OPW CFRAM team will endeavour to keep

themselves and the CFRAM team informed of minor

works progress in the study area. If there is a specific

inquiry it will be responded to through the appropriate

channel, however, updates will not be included in the

Eastern CFRAM Study.

Communications team, OPW,

local authorities

5.5 Many felt that the event was badly advertised. Section 2 of this report describes the efforts that were

made to promote and advertise the event. Future

Communications team, OPW
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Ref ISSUES RAISED RESPONSE / ACTION RESPONSIBILITY
advertising and promotion will take place a little earlier

i.e. one to two week before the event. OPW key staff will

be available for interview opportunities. Additional

advertising will be considered. New media opportunities

will be explored. A contact list has been developed

based on the details provided by those who attended to

public open evening. These individuals will be contacted

directly in relation to future events.

6.0 Influencing the process

6.1 Options and measures chosen in the Dodder FRMP didn’t

include dredging reservoirs to increase storage capacity

as this measure was dismissed at the beginning of the

process. It was too late to revisit this option at final report

stage.

The CFRAM process is designed, through option

development, multi-criteria analysis and stakeholder

consultation, to achieve sustainable flood assessment

and management in Ireland. The process is designed to

be transparent and collaborative.

N/A

6.2 When the FRMPs are in place, is there scope for changing

the measures within them?

The FRMPs will highlight a list of preferred options in

relation to flood management. These will be developed

with thorough consultation with stakeholders and the

public. Subsequent studies will be undertaken ahead of

any construction works. The FRMPs themselves are

reviewed and updated on a 6-yearly basis.

N/A

6.3 There is concern in relation to the effects from flooding on

angling.

River users (such as angling groups) are active

members of the Eastern CFRAM Study Stakeholders

Group and can therefore disseminate information

amongst their organisations and represent their

Communications team,

stakeholders group
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organisations’ interests. The public consultation

activities of the study, which include websites,

information leaflets, newsletters, paid advertising and

public open days, will also serve to inform river users of

study activities as well as how they can contact the

study team.

6.4 Works should not be stopped due to objections for

aesthetic reasons, it is more important that properties do

not flood.

The option development process includes multi-criteria

analysis where options are assessed in relation to

technical, economic, social and environmental criteria,

including aesthetic concerns. This multi-criteria analysis

provides a robust and open process whereby the

reasons for eliminating or choosing a potential flood risk

management option is clearly evident.

Options team

7.0 Effectiveness of the process

7.1 What status do the FRMPS have? FRMPs will be developed by the OPW in partnership

with local authorities, the EPA and other relevant

departments and bodies in accordance with national

flood policy as well as the Floods Directive and

transposing regulations (SI No. 122 of 2010). After the

Minister confirms a FRMP, it becomes statutory. It is

then up to Local Authorities to adopt the FRMP. Under

SI No. 122 of 2010, the OPW are responsible for

advancing the achievement of the objectives in the

FRMPs. These FRMPs will be co-ordinated with the

OPW
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WFD River Basin Management Plans (RBMPs), will be

a key input into future regional planning guidelines and

development plans, and will establish a prioritised set of

flood risk management measures for their relevant

areas, including the use of structural and non-structural

responses.

7.2 How quickly will the CFRAM studies lead to actions on the

ground?

The CFRAM Studies, when finalised in 2015, will

produce a prioritised list of flood risk management

measures that will be implemented, as soon as possible

thereafter, subject to the availability of funding, as part

of a coordinated programme.

N/A

8.0 Other

8.1 It can be difficult or impossible to obtain insurance in

relation to properties subject to flood risk. Concerns were

raised that the PFRA maps are being used by insurance

companies to raise premiums in certain areas.

The PFRA maps come with a disclaimer and are clearly

mapped as ‘draft’ and indicative. The ongoing

interchange of information between the OPW and the

Irish Insurance Federation (IIF) facilitates the insurance

industry in making informed and up-to-date decisions

regarding flood risk cover. In this regard, the OPW

provides extensive data, to the IIF, detailing areas of the

country which benefit from flood protection measures.

N/A

8.2 There are several agencies holding up the

commencement of maintenance works on rivers, for

example, National Parks and Wildlife.

River maintenance works, similar to all other Flood Risk

Management activities, have to comply with EU

environmental legislation. In some cases it is difficult to

get a balance between economic, social, and

N/A
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environmentally sustainable options which can lead to

delays while efforts are made to reach a compromise, or

a solution which best satisfies the identified flood risk

management objectives. The Eastern CFRAM Study

will be complying with applicable EU environmental

legislation, it will entail ongoing consultation with the

relevant statutory authorities and every effort will be

made by the project team and responsible authorities to

minimise any delays due to these factors.




